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SUBJECT 3 INSPECTION CF TAIL AmTﬂ“HMbHT FITTINGS . - %/

During the recent inspection of an ES-49 glider,
the vertical bolt on the tail-plsne attachment fitting
was found to be so badly cracked that the bolt actually
bioke in two, during handlingo '

The cause of the failure may have been that the
bolt had been seriously weakened during welding at some
stage of its life. Alt.erpatlvely9 there is & possibility
that, with this type oz attachment where a vertical bolg
attached to the top of the fusellabe goes through the tails
plane, the bolt and fitting is pregressively weakened
by slight bending during assembly and dlsmanullpg of the

glider, _ o

: Followitig the ES-49 1nﬂlde1t, a_telegram was sent
to ES-49 operators requiring 2 mandatory 1nspeculon before

“"the next flight.

This incident is brought to your notice as it is
.considered that special’attention should be paid during
inspections to this tyne of fivting in all gliders where the
tail-plane is secured in this manner, particularly in the :
older alrcrafL such @s Grunasus and the earlier 55523 and BE3e598.
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{Circulars 1/67 & 2/67 were limited circulation)




