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This logbook should be shown to the trainer on each flying day

INTRODUCTION
This logbook records your progress as you transition to become a qualified glider 
pilot, culminating in the achievement of the Glider Pilot Certificate (GPC). The GPC 
recognises that you have mastered the skills required to fly a glider to the International 
Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) standard.  This is also the Gliding Australia national 
standard. This confirms that you can now operate independently.
You will learn to fly the glider safely as well as develop a broad range of soaring skills. 
This will enable you to actively participate in the full range of sporting and performance 
opportunities.
The GPC is equivalent to your license to fly a glider, but there are many other skills 
that you can develop from that point – for example, flying with friends, cross country 
touring, racing, records, aerobatics, instructing, coaching and glider maintenance.

The GPC Pathway
Page 8 lists the 44 Units required for the GPC. From Page 12 the training card shows 
the elements of competency that you will need to demonstrate. Your trainers will teach 
you each of these units. As you develop competence you will progressively take over 
full responsibility for flying the glider.

The Gliding Australia Training Manual
The Training Manual is available on the Gliding Australia webpage for easy access by 
pilots and trainers. This comprises a Trainer Guide for each of the 44 units, detailing 
the Competencies and the Performance Criteria. It also provides advice to the Trainer 
on the detail to be covered and the training sequence. 
Also included is a Pilot Guide for each unit to be used by the student pilot. The Pilot 
Guide explains the theoretical aspects of each unit and explains the required standard 
to be achieved. This is strongly recommended pre-reading prior to tackling the unit on 
your next flight. The Pilot Guides can be used after the flight to review the key lessons 
learned.
There are a series of Theory Lessons that underpin your learning. The Theory Les-
son explains the principles and technical aspects so that you can develop the required 
knowledge to underpin your skills. The units are listed within the GPC Training Card. 
These will be delivered by your trainer or can be studied independently.
The combination of Theory Lessons, Pilot Guides, Trainer briefings and in-flight train-
ing should have you quickly demonstrating the skills to the required standard.
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Progress
You should expect your progress to vary throughout your training. Some parts you will 
find quite easy and you will make rapid progress. Other sections you will find more 
challenging. Everyone will experience periods when it seems that you are not making 
much progress, this is quite typical. Persevere and you will get back on track. If you 
are concerned, discuss this with your trainer.
Everyone learns at different rates and learning rates also depend on how often you 
can fly. Flying each week will mean you progress faster than if you only fly every 
second or third week. If you can attend an intensive training course over a number of 
sequential days your progress will be much faster (this is highly recommended). Your 
progress is based on demonstrated competence, not on the number of flights/hours 
you have completed.
There is no expectation in terms of how quickly you progress. Take your time and relax 
and enjoy, or if you want to progress faster talk to your trainer about ways to achieve 
this.

Progressive competency
The Training Card in this book lists all the competency units and sub-elements. Each 
day you fly, the Trainer will complete the date and number of flights on that date. In the 
column below the date, the trainer will evaluate your progress for that day. The Trainer 
will indicate your level of progress for each element by assigning 1 to 5 from the defini-
tions in the following table.  

1 The Trainer has briefed and demonstrated the exercise or sub element  
to the Student

2 The Student is practising the exercise or sub element

3 The Student is doing the flying with frequent prompting 

4 The Student is flying and requires occasional prompting

5 The student is Competent at that exercise or sub element

Competency is achieved when you can reliably demonstrate that you meet the stand-
ard for the competency unit:

• under a broad range of conditions, 
• by amending your actions and decisions to cater for a range of threats and errors
• by clearly explaining your options and decisions 
• by planning for a range of eventualities. 

When your trainer assesses you as competent at all Elements of Competency that 
comprise a Unit of Competency,  the Trainer and you will each sign to indicate that you 
agree that you believe you meet all requirements of the unit.
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Trainer Notes
The Trainer will provide constructive advice and guidance to the student pilot and to 
the next Trainer if relevant, see pages 30 to 34. The Trainer will note which units were 
covered and your progress toward competency and identify areas for future focus. 
This is particularly useful if you have a number of Trainers or if there are gaps in your 
flying. It can also be used to recommend specific theory topics to study. 

Flowchart
The Flowchart on pages 10 and 11 show the sequence of delivery for the units. Many 
are sequential. For example, you need to be competent (scoring 4 or 5) on Unit 8 - 
Sustained turns, all controls before you learn takeoffs, circuits and landing sequences. 
Other units can be learned concurrently; for example, Units 1 and 9 can be delivered 
whilst also learning units 3,4,5, and 6. Some Units take quite a few flights to become 
competent.
The arrows linking the units show the flow of prerequisite units. You cannot be deemed 
competent on a unit until all prerequisites have been completed and deemed compe-
tent. Prerequisites are listed in the Pilot Guides† as well as the flowchart.

Logbook endorsements
Pages 35 to 37 contain a range of endorsements that your Trainer will authorise upon 
completion. All listed endorsements are required for qualification of the GPC. 

Previous Flying Experience
TYPE Second Pilot In Command

No. of
Flights

Time
No. of
Flights

Time

Gliding

Hang Gliding

Paragliding

Rotorcraft

Light Sport Aircraft

Power flying

Other

I certify that the above information is, to the best of my 
knowledge, correct.

Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

† Pilot Guides available at Gliding Australia website under "Documents"
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Glider Pilot Certificate Pathway
To achieve the Glider Pilot Certificate you must demonstrate competence in each of 
the following 44 units.

1. Lookout awareness 23. Rules of the air

2. Ground handling, signals 24. Human Factors and Pilot Limitations

3. Pre-flight preparation 25. Threat and Error Management

4. Orientation, sailplane stability 26. Assessment of competence for  
First Solo

5. Primary effects of controls 27. Advanced aerotowing

6. Aileron drag, rudder co-ordination 28. Side slipping

7. Straight flight, various speeds, trim 29. Steep turns

8. Sustained turns, all controls 30. Thermal centring techniques

9. Lookout scan procedures 31. Thermal entry

10. Use of ancillary controls 32. Soaring with other gliders

11. Introduction to Soaring 33. Thermal sources and structure 

12. Slow flight, stalling 34. Outlanding planning, demonstration 
and execution

13. Launch and release 35. Flight preparation, glider, trailer and 
pilot

14. Take-off 36. Airspace and Navigation

15. Break-off and Circuit Planning 37. Passenger carrying

16. Circuit joining and execution 38. Meteorology and flight planning

17. Stabilised approach and landing 39. Advanced soaring instruments and 
flight computers

18. Spin/Spiral Dive  
Avoidance and Recovery. 40. Cruising, speed to fly, height bands 

and thermal selection

19. Crosswind take-off and landing 41. Demonstrated cross country capability

20. Launch emergencies 42. Daily Inspections, Pilot Maintenance 
limits, DI Certificate 

21. Radio use and endorsement 43. Independent operator responsibilities

22. Use of Situational Awareness Aids 
(FLARM / ADS-B / Radio) 44. Glider Pilot Certificate  

(application authorised) 

Units 13, 14, 20 include options for Aerotow, Winch/Autotow and Self Launch methods
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The following theory courses and assessments must be completed and 
signed off by your instructor in the applicable section of the GPC trainer 
card.

The theory lessons can be found on the GPC section of Gliding Australia 
website: glidingaustralia.org/gpc/

Theory Lesson topics:
TL 1;  Vision, ground handling, instruments, airworthiness.
TL 2;  Principles of flight
TL 3;  Lookout scanning
TL 4;  Slow Flight and stalling
TL 5;  Circuits and landing
TL 6;  Emergencies, Spinning
TL 7;  Radios, Rules of the Air (+ Knowledge of local requirements)
TL 8;  Human Factors, Threat and Error Management
TL 9;  Outlanding
TL 10;  Thermals and Thermaling
TL 11;  Airspace and Navigation
TL 12;  Cruising on Track

There are also a number of exams required, your instructor will guide 
you to their location. These include:

• Radio Operators exam;
• A certificate exam;
• B certificate exam;
• C certificate exam.

THEORY LESSONS
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LOGBOOK TRAINER NOTES
Your trainers will provide comments on your progress and achievements throughout 
this section. This is intended as a record of your learning and also an indicator to your 
next trainer on your achievements and challenges so that your learning can be sup-
ported as much as possible.

Date GPC 
units Trainer comments
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Date GPC 
units Trainer comments
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Date GPC 
units Trainer comments
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Date GPC 
units Trainer comments
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Date GPC 
units Trainer comments
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GFA RADIOTELEPHONE OPERATOR AUTHORISATION
This is to certify that Member Number

Has demonstrated competence to operate radio transceiver equip-
ment on board aircraft in the English Language.

Instructor Name

Member # Level

Signature Date

Club

GFA DAILY INSPECTOR AUTHORISATION
Issued to Member Number

Qualifying the holder to carry out Daily Inspections on the following airframe types:

Type Examiner Signature Number Date

Wood

Metal

FRP

Tube

“A” CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that Member Number

Has fulfilled the following requirements:
1. Has completed five solo flights with normal landings.
2. Has satisfactorily completed a check flight, including the following:

• An awareness of pre-spin symptoms and a demonstration of the correct action 
to prevent a spin developing.

• An accurate circuit without reference to altimeter.
• Correct handling of selected emergencies.
• Passed the A certificate exam

Instructor Name

Member # Level

Signature Date

Club
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“B” CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that Member Number

Has fulfilled the following requirements:
• Has completed 15 solo flights with normal landings, including at least one solo 

soaring flight lasting 30 minutes.
• Has satisfactorily completed Sections 1 to 29 of the GPC training syllabus.
• Passed the B certificate exam

Instructor Name

Member # Level

Signature Date

Club

“C” CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that Member Number

Has fulfilled the following requirements:
• A total of 20 solo or ‘in command’ mutual flights, including two solo soaring 

flights of at least one hour’s duration each.
• Has satisfactorily completed Sections 1 to 37 of the GPC training syllabus.
• Passed the C certificate exam

Instructor Name

Member # Level

Signature Date

Club

PRIVATE PASSENGER RATING
This is to certify that Member Number

is considered competent to carry passengers (not Air Experience and  not Charter 
Flights).

• Authorisation for the carriage of private passengers is subject to direct au-
thorisation by the duty instructor on each passenger carrying flight or group of 
flights, except for pilots holding a GPC.

Instructor Name

Member # Level

Signature Date

Club
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LOGBOOKS

Pilots†, are required to maintain a logbook that records all flights in sailplanes (gliders)

Logbook requirements*,

(1) Record in the logbook:

(a) Full name

(b) Date of birth;

(c) Gliding Australia Membership number (GFA #);

(2) As soon as practicable after completing each flight, record the following infor-
mation in the logbook for a flight:

(a) the date of the flight;

(b) the type and registration of aircraft;

(c) the type of launch used;

(d) the launch location;

(e) the flight time in each of the following capacities:

(i) pilot in command (In-Com.); 

(ii) co-pilot;**

(iii) trainee pilot receiving flying training (Dual);

(f) if the person is a flying instructor – any flight time spent by the person con-
ducting flying training during the flight. (Inst.)

† “Pilot” includes: pilot certificate, glider pilot certificate or glider pilot licence 
holders and trainees for above.

* For more detail see CASR Part 103 MOS.

** Co-pilot is unusual in gliders, mutual as second pilot or high performance two 
seat cross country (other than training) are examples. Rather than a dedicated 
column, GFA recommends that co-pilot time be noted in remarks section.
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Serial 
No. of 
Flight

Date Glider
Type/Rego

Place Launch 
Type

Dual/Inst. In Com. Remarks
Exercise / Task / Turnpoints / Landing point / Km 

Trainers 
SignatureHrs. Min. Hrs. Min.

Year: Totals brought forward:

Total for page: Other Totals

Grand totals to date:
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GLIDING AUSTRALIA STANDARD CHECKS 
POWERED SAILPLANE - PRE TAKEOFF
PRE BOARDING

A  AIRFRAME (walk around check for damage and/or defects. Bungs and 
covers removed, gear safety locking pins/blocks removed, steering bar 
and chocks stowed, Maintenance Release checked, including DI validity).

B  BALLAST (powered sailplane loading is within placarded limitations and 
trim ballast secure).

C  CONTROLS (check controls, including airbrakes and flaps, for correct 
sense and full deflections).

D DOLLIES (all dollies and ground handling equipment removed).
E  ENGINE (oil quantity checked sufficient for flight, oil cap/stick secure, 

cooling fluid level checked if required, Propeller checked for condition and 
serviceability). Run the fuel boost pump with the fuel turned on and check 
for fuel leaks.

F FUEL (Dipped, quantity sufficient for flight, correct type and octane, oil 
mix correct if two-stroke, fuel caps on and tight).

POST BOARDING
C  CONTROL ACCESS (Seat adjustments secure and positioned to allow 

for comfortable access to all flight controls, panel switches/knobs and the 
tow release. Rudder pedals adjusted for reach if applicable).

H HARNESS (secure, lap belt low on hips, both pilots)
A  AIRBRAKES and FLAPS (airbrakes cycled and set for launch, or closed 

and locked. Flaps (if fitted) cycled, set as required for take-off).
O  OUTSIDE (airspace and take-off path clear. Wind velocity checked. Suf-

ficient competent ground crew available). 
OPTIONS (evaluate emergency plan, identify aircraft critical speeds).

T TRIM (Trim set as required, Ballast confirmed).
I  INSTRUMENTS (altimeter set, radio on and set to correct frequency, 

voltage and amperage normal, other instruments reading normally and no 
apparent damage).

C  CANOPY (closed, locked and clean, side vent adjusted), CARRIAGE 
(undercarriage down and locked) CONTROLS (checked for full and free 
movement). 

NOTE: The following additional checks should be used unless the Aircraft Flight Manual (AFM) specifies other-
wise. Engine run up checks are to be completed in accordance with the AFM.

I IGNITION (magneto check carried out, magneto or magnetos on both).
F FUEL (On and sufficient, most full tank selected if applicable).
P PROPELLER (Set for take-off/ fine position, plus checks required by 

AFM).
C CHOKE/CARBURETTOR HEAT (off)/COWL FLAPS (if fitted).
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R RADIO/TRANSPONDER (correct frequency, volume set, call as required/ 
Transponder 1200 Mode C).

B  BRAKES (Wheel brakes released, airbrakes locked).
PRE LANDING CHECK

F FLAPS (set as required)
U UNDERCARRIAGE (Down and locked, and visually confirmed to plac-

ards)
S SPEED (safe speed near the ground)
T TRIM (set for selected speed)
I IGNITION (magneto switches on or both).
F FUEL (Selected to the most-full tank if applicable, boost pump on if land-

ing engine on).
P PROPELLER set as required (fine pitch engine on, feathered engine off).
C CHOKE/CARBURETTOR HEAT off/set as required).
R RADIO/TRANSPONDER (correct frequency, volume set, call as required).
B  BRAKES (Wheel brake/brakes off)

VITAL ACTIONS / EMERGENCY CHECKLIST
C CARBURETTOR HEAT (off, if fitted)
F FUEL (On and correct tank, fuel boost pump is on)
M MIXTURE (choke off, full rich as required).
O OIL PRESSURE (Checked).
S SWITCHES (Checked ON, or BOTH).
T THROTTLE and LINKAGE (Checked).

VITAL ACTIONS AFTER TAKE OFF
C CARBURETTOR HEAT (off, if fitted)
F FUEL (On and correct tank, fuel boost pump is on)
M MIXTURE (choke off, full rich as required).

PRE AEROBATIC CHECK
H HEIGHT – Sufficient for recovery by 1,000 ft AGL (2,000 ft if within a 

2 mile radius of a licenced aerodrome).
A AIRFRAME – Flaps, airbrakes, undercarriage set as required. Trim as 

required. Hatches and vents closed and locked as appropriate.
S SECURITY – Harness secure. Loose objects stowed.
E ENGINE and PROPELLER (power and propeller set as required, engine 

off/ propeller feathered, engine retracted for retractable pop tops).
L LOCATION – Clear of built-up areas, cloud, controlled airspace.
L LOOKOUT – 180° plus 90° turns checking carefully around, above and 

underneath. Do not do a 360° turn
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GLIDING AUSTRALIA STANDARD CHECKS 
SAILPLANE - PRE TAKEOFF
PRE BOARDING

A AIRFRAME (walk around check for damage and/or defects. Maintenance 
Release checked, including DI validity. 

B BALLAST (glider loading is within placarded limitations and trim ballast 
secure).

C CONTROLS (check controls, including airbrakes and flaps, for correct 
sense and full deflections).

D DOLLIES (all dollies and ground handling equipment removed).
POST BOARDING

C  CONTROL ACCESS (Seat adjustments secure and positioned to allow 
for comfortable access to all flight controls, panel. switches/knobs and the 
tow release. Rudder pedals adjusted for reach if applicable).

H HARNESS (secure, lap belt low on hips, both pilots)
A AIRBRAKES and FLAPS (airbrakes cycled and set for launch, or closed 

and locked. Flaps (if fitted) cycled, set as required for take-off).
O OUTSIDE (airspace and take-off path clear. Wind velocity checked. Suf-

ficient competent ground crew available). 
OPTIONS (evaluate emergency plan, identify aircraft critical speeds).

T TRIM (Trim set as required, Ballast confirmed).
I INSTRUMENTS (altimeter set, other instruments reading normally, no ap-

parent damage. Radio on and on the correct frequency).
C  CANOPY (closed, locked and clean, side vent adjusted), CARRIAGE (un-

dercarriage down and locked) CONTROLS (check for full and free move-
ment), CABLE (Hook on).

PRE LANDING CHECK
F FLAPS (set as required)
U UNDERCARRIAGE (Down and locked, and visually confirmed to plac-

ards)
S SPEED (safe speed near the ground)
T TRIM (set for selected speed, disposable ballast drained)

PRE AEROBATIC CHECK
H HEIGHT – Sufficient for recovery by 1,000 ft AGL  

(2,000 ft if within a 2 mile radius of a licenced aerodrome).
A AIRFRAME – Flaps, airbrakes, undercarriage set as required. Trim as 

required. Hatches and vents closed and locked as appropriate.
S SECURITY – Harness secure. Loose objects stowed.
L LOCATION – Clear of built-up areas, cloud, controlled airspace.
L LOOKOUT – 180° plus 90°  turns checking carefully around, above and 

underneath. Do not do a 360° turn.
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