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Class A airspace by gliders — Revision 2

Gliding Australia has been working with CASA on access to Class A airspace over the last six
months. CASA 32/22 — Use of Class A Airspace by Sailplanes Instrument 2022 will no longer be
renewed. Our access to Class A airspace is now predicated on changes to technology allowing
the use of Transponders, similar to NZ and EU.

Gliding Australia is reviewing the technology needed and will publish equipment options and
functional requirements as soon as possible.

What has changed?

Previously under the CASA Instruments associated with Class A access, blocks of airspace
were allocated near Bunyan (NSW), Grampians (VIC) and the Sterling Ranges (WA). Letters of
Agreement (LOA) were put in place with Airservices Australia for each location. In these blocks,
after suitable NOTAM approvals, gliders would follow defined procedures to move into airspace
above FL245.

A safety case was created and updated every two years. Risk assessments for high altitude
soaring operations and airspace access were prepared. Letters of Agreement were updated
with Airservices Australia. An application was made to CASA for access via renewal of the
legislative instrument. The application was not approved on the grounds of current legislated
requirements for all aircraft in Class A airspace requiring both radio and transponders visible to
ATC.

This was a lot of work by many individuals across Gliding within Australia.

Technology has changed. Transponders draw less electrical current than in the past. It is
possible to run modern transponders and other navigation devices off single batteries having
battery life reported in the seven-hour range. This is proven in New Zealand and happening
within Australia.

Current Situation
Till further notice gliders are prohibited from entering Class A airspace within Australia.
Next Steps

Gliding Australia Operations and Airworthiness teams will be working on example equipment
configuration and installation models enabling transponder installations in gliding. Lobbying will
be ongoing for the transponder rebates.
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