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End of Life Celebrations

The loss of a member of the gliding community is a source of great sadness at times. We also
wish to celebrate the person’s life. With all good intentions, plans to celebrate the life of a
member must not contravene CASA regulations and Gliding Australia Manual of Standard
Procedures Part 2 (MOSP 2). This OD and OAN 02/2025 End of Life Celebrations provide
guidance.

Dropping of Ashes from sailplanes and powered sailplanes

CASA regulations are clear in their intent. Gliding has certain exemptions that relate to glider
operations. Interpretation of these exemptions does not extend to the dropping of human
remains.

CASR 91.190 Dropping things from aircraft

“(1) The pilot in command of an aircraft for a flight contravenes this sub regulation if, during the
flight, a thing is dropped from the aircraft.”

Civil Aviation Order 95.4 (Exemptions from CAR and CASR - Sailplanes
and Towing Aircraft) Instrument 2024

“7.3 Subject to paragraph 7.7, a person who would, but for this paragraph, have an obligation
under regulation 91.190 of CASR in relation to a relevant aircraft (which makes it an offence if a
thing is dropped from the aircraft) is exempt from compliance with that regulation to the extent
that:
(a) the aircraft is a relevant towing aircraft and the thing being dropped is a tow rope or
related fitting used for the towing of a relevant sailplane; or
(b) the aircraft is a relevant sailplane and the thing being dropped is:
(i) a tow rope or related fitting used for the towing of the sailplane; or
(i) a launch cable or related fitting used to launch the sailplane into the air;
Or
(iii) a detachable drag inducing device that was fitted to the sailplane; or
(iv) water ballast dropped from the sailplane.”

Air Displays

In the absence of dropping remains or in the flying associated with dropping remains there may
be an intent to display a glider flying to the public. MOSP2 refers in this instance.
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MOSP 2 Section 5 Definitions

“Air Display’ means organised flying performed before a public gathering, including an
exhibition of aerobatic manoeuvres, flying in formation and any other aircraft operations
associated with the air display”

MOSP 2:8.12.3.

“Prior to the event, the display organiser must seek validation of the participating pilot's Glider
Pilot Certificate, Medical Certificate, and flight activity endorsements from Gliding Australia
(GAus) Executive Manager Operation (EMO).”

OAN 02/2025 provides more detalil.

David Boulter
Executive Manager, Operations



