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Gliding Australia Version 3 OD 03/2025 

Instruction of Aerobatics 
Revision3:  

OPS0016 Aerobatics Training Manual has been completed. The conditions of this OD still apply. This OD will be 
reviewed when OPS001 Manual of Standard Procedures 2 (MOSP2) is updated. 

Situation:  

Gliding Australia (GAus) Manual of Standard Procedures Part 2 Operations (MOSP 2) specifies the training of both 
basic and advanced aerobatics must be performed by an instructor with an Advanced Aerobatic rating.  

Basic and Advanced aerobatics are defined in OPS0016 Aerobatics Manual. 

Gliding Australia has completed the GAus Aerobatics Training Manual OPS0016. The syllabus for training is available 
in the GAus Training Manual OPS002 and as a form on the GAus website. The GAus membership system has been 
updated for new credentials associated with Basic and Advanced aerobatics. 

In the meantime, GAus instructors have been teaching subsets of the basic aerobatic manoeuvres for many years. 
Some pilots and instructors have Part 61 advanced aerobatic ratings or ratings issued by overseas aviation 
authorities. This cohort has been part of the development of the Aerobatics Training Manual. The history of how 
GAus instructors gained their experience in aerobatics and their ability in training aerobatics has been “organic”. 
Whilst pragmatic, this can lead to inconsistency between instructors. Knowledge gaps can occur. 

The aim of MOSP 2, Aerobatic Training manual and syllabus and subsequent accreditation aims to address the gaps 
and inconsistencies. 

 

This Operations Directive: 

Recognition of prior performance and instruction. This applies to experience gained prior 31st May 2025:  

GAus recognises that recognition of prior learning (RPL) is important. Instructors approved to issue ratings will take 
RPL into consideration when endorsing the training syllabus. GAus aim is to have the training and endorsements 
rolled out to existing pilots, with aerobatic skills, within 18 months after the 31st May project completion date. 

GAus Level 1 instructors (or higher) who are properly trained and have the required logbook endorsement can teach 
pilots Basic Aerobatics, but only for the manoeuvres they are endorsed to instruct. Club Chief Flying Instructors (CFI) 
are required to review their instructors’ logbooks and aerobatic experience, as well as aerobatic recency. The CFI 
will issue a logbook sticker (see Appendix B). The signed syllabus and signed logbook sticker are to be submitted by 
the pilot in the GAus membership system for approval. 

Pilots and instructors wishing to apply to perform and/or train advanced aerobatics are required to submit evidence 
of competency and support by the club CFI to the Executive Manager Operations (EMO) by email: 
emo@glidingaustralia.org Instruction of advanced aerobatics is not a blanket instructor endorsement. It is limited to 
individual manoeuvres. The instructor is approved for instruction in each manoeuvre. The instructor must be 
approved by the GAus EMO who will consult with the RMO, the CFI and a L3 who also holds the instruction of 
aerobatic endorsement for the manoeuvre approved. The endorsement will state the individual advanced 
manoeuvres that the instructor is approved to teach. 
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Basic Aerobatics – Performance for pilots gaining endorsement post 31 May 2025:  

A Basic Aerobatics – Performance endorsement is obtained by completing a training course with an instructor who 
has the endorsement for instructing basic aerobatics. The Aerobatic Training manual is to be used as a reference 
guide and the Aerobatic Syllabus is to be followed and signed by the instructor. The Syllabus is available in the 
Documents-> Forms section of the GAus website. The signed syllabus and signed logbook sticker are to be submitted 
by the pilot in the GAus membership system for approval. 

Basic Aerobatics – Instruction for pilots gaining endorsement post 31 May 2025:  

A Basic Aerobatics – Instruction endorsement is obtained by completing a training course with a Level 2 or higher 
instructor who has the endorsement for instructing basic aerobatics. The Aerobatic Training manual is to be used as 
a reference guide and the Aerobatic Syllabus is to be followed and signed by the instructor. The signed syllabus and 
signed logbook sticker are to be submitted by the pilot in the GAus membership system for approval. 

Advanced Aerobatics – Performance for pilots gaining endorsement post 31 May 2025:  

An Advanced Aerobatics – Performance is obtained after training by a Level 2 or higher instructor who has an 
Advanced Aerobatics – Instruction endorsement. The instructor teaching and assessing the pilot must be approved 
for the manoeuvres under instruction. This is not a blanket endorsement, the endorsement applies to specific 
manoeuvres approved. The Logbook sticker, signed by the training instructor, must be submitted by the pilot in the 
GAus membership system for approval. 

Advanced Aerobatics – Instruction for pilots gaining endorsement post 31 May 2025: 

An Advanced Aerobatics – Instruction is obtained after training by a Level 2 or higher instructor who has an Advanced 
Aerobatics – Instruction endorsement. The instructor must be approved by the GAus EMO who will consult with the 
RMO, the CFI and a L3 who also holds the instruction of aerobatic endorsement for the manoeuvre approved. The 
Logbook sticker, signed by the training instructor, must be submitted by the pilot in the GAus membership system for 
approval. 

Flight Reviews: are conducted per OD 20/20 and OAN 01/20. The Flight Review form OPS_F025 is being updated 
and will add competency checks for aerobatics. 

Appendices: 

Appendix A MOSP 2 associated paragraphs. The complete MOSP 2 should be downloaded and viewed 
to gain context. 

Appendix B Example logbook stickers available form Documents-> Forms->Logbook Stickers on the 
GAus website. 

 

Duration 

This Directive: 

a. Commences on 20th February 2025; and 

b. Will be reviewed when MOSP 2 is updated. 

 
David Boulter 
Executive Manager, Operations  
(9/07/2025) 
 

Appendix A 

Existing Manual of Standard Procedures Part 2 Operations (MOSP 2) 

17.3. Flight Instructor Authorisation – privileges and conditions 

Subject to compliance of the applicants with Section 18 and with the following conditions, a flight instructor Level 1 
or higher authorisation shall be issued with privileges to conduct flight instruction for: 

17.3 (e) basic aerobatic or advanced aerobatic, provided that the applicant: 

(i) in the case of instruction for basic aerobatic or advanced aerobatic privileges, holds advanced aerobatic 
privileges in accordance with paragraph 16.3; 
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16.3.Advanced aerobatic privileges: 

16.3.1.An advanced aerobatic rating entitles its holder to undertake aerobatic flights not limited to 
manoeuvres as specified in paragraph 16.2.1 and is granted after a pilot has demonstrated competency 
following a training course at an ATO, including ground instruction appropriate for the privileges sought. 

16.3.2. Aerobatic endorsements shall be approved by the EMO upon receipt of the completed training 
syllabus with a recommendation for the issue of an endorsement signed by the CFI of the ATO. 

Plain English: An instructor can give basic or advanced aerobatic instruction if they meet the following 
requirement. To teach basic or advanced aerobatics, the instructor must already hold an advanced aerobatic rating 
as described in section 16.3.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix B 
Example Logbook Stickers available form Documents-> Forms on the GAus website 
 

BASIC AEROBATICS QUALIFICATIONS 

Issued to  Member Number  

Qualifying the holder to perform and/or instruct the following aerobatic manoeuvres: 

 

 

 

Type Perform 
Instruct 

initials 

Instruct 
Instruct 

initials 

Instructor Signature/ 
Number 

Date 

45° Down-line     

45° Up-line     

Inside Loop     

Humpty 
Bumps – 

Canopy Down 

    

 

Lazy Eights     

 

Chandelle 
and Wingover 

    

 

Spins exiting 
onto a 

heading 

    

Note: Issuing Instructor will initial to approve pilot for performing 
aerobatics and separate initials for instructing aerobatics 
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ADVANCED AEROBATICS QUALIFICATIONS - PERFORMANCE 

Issued to  Member Number  

Qualifying the holder to perform the following aerobatic manoeuvres: 

 

 

 

Type Perform 
Instructor Initials 

 

Instructor Name/ 
Number 

Date 

Stall Turn    

Inverted Flight    

Half Slow Roll    

Half Cuban 
Eight 

   

 

Other    

Note: Issuing Instructor will initial to approve pilot for performing 
individual aerobatics manoeuvres. 

 

ADVANCED AEROBATICS QUALIFICATIONS - INSTRUCTION 

Issued to  Member Number  

Qualifying the holder to instruct the following aerobatic manoeuvres: 

 

 

 

Type Instruct  

(EMO Initials) 

 

EMO/ Number Date 

Stall Turn    

Inverted Flight    

Half Slow Roll    

Half Cuban 
Eight 

   

 

Other    

Note: This endorsement is only valid when signed by the Gliding 
Australia Executive Manager Operations (EMO) 

 


