THE GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA

GFA AD 414

(ISSUE 1)

GFA AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE

TYPE AFFECTED:
SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND:

DOCUMENTATION:

ACTION REQUIRED:

Cirrus and Cirrus VTC

Fatigue life limits on the L'Hotellier coupling balls in the air
brake circuit. :

Overseas experience has shown that it is necessary to replace the
air brake 1'Hotellier coupling balls more frequently than was
previously thought.

The replacement ball design has been modified by the
manufacturer. The thread length is now slightly shorter and
begins 2.5 mm below the flange and it is necessary to relieve the
belcrank hole to allow the flange to sit flat on the belcrank
surface,

Note: The general servicing requirement of AD 177 must be
complied with.

Schempp-Hirth Technical Note 265-10 which forms part of this
AD. _

1. The 1'Hotellier coupling balls in the air brake circuit must
be replaced each time they reach 500 hours in service.

The replacement part number is MS 961-150-150.L3.

2. At the first installation of the coupling ball with the new
part number drill a recess 2.5 mm (0.1 in) deep and 6.0 mm
(0.24 in) diameter into the side of the belcrank facing the
coupling ball (drill bit included angle = 115°) enabling the ball
to tighten against the belcrank. See figure 1.
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