THE GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA

GFA AD 436

(SSUE 1)

GFA AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE

TYPE AFFECTED:
SUBJECT:
BACKGROUND:

 DOCUMENTATION:
ACTION REQUIRED:

" WEIGHT AND BALANCE:
IMPLEMENTATION:

COMPLIANCE:

SZD-50-3 Puchacz up to Serial Number B-2056.
Safety locking of the divebrake pivot bolts.

An incident in Australia occurred where a divebrake pivot bolt in a
wing partially unscrewed allowing one side to be unsupported.
Excessive freeplay of the divebrakes resulted allowing the
divebrakes to jam on the connecting push rod, causing the rod end
to bend and preventing the divebrakes from closing fully.

GFA has contacted the manufacturer who confirmed that there was
insufficent safetying of the bolt and have devised a method for
securing these bolts.

PZL Bielsko Bulletin BA-047/50-3/94 “PUCHACZ”.

1. Before next flight the fore and aft freeplay of the divebrakes
must bg: measured and recorded in the maintenance release.

2. At each daily inspection until action 3 is accomplished the
fore and aft freeplay of the divebrakes must be checked against the
figure recorded in the Maintenance Release. If the freeplay should
increase suddenly Action 3 must be completed before next flight.

3. Before 31 March, 1995 locking plates must be fitted to the
divebrake pivot bolt as described in PZL Bielsko Bulletin BA-
047/50-3/94 “PUCHACZ”. Alternatively they many be safety
locked to a scheme approved by the CTOA. Parts will be
distributed to affected senal numbers with this AD. Should extra
parts be required or second hand gliders be imported then the parts
must be obtained from the PZL Bielsko or their Australian agent.

Not affected.

Checking of the divebrake freeplay may be performed by persons
rated for Daily Inspection Any Type. :

Installation of the locking plates may be performed by the holder of
a DA1109 Glider Inspectors Certificate endorsed for Minor Repairs
FRP.

The requirements of this GFA Airworthiness Directive are
mandatory. This Directive is issued pursuant to the Rules and
Regulations of the Gliding Federation of Australia.

SIGNED: For and on behalf of.
9 f THE GLIDING FEDERATION
CHIEF TECHNICAL OFFICER AIRWORTHINESS OF AUSTRALIA
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