THE GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA

GFA AD 459

(ISSUE 1)

GFA AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE

TYPE AFFECTED:

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND:

DOCUMENTATION:

ACTION REQUIRED:

K 8, K 8B, K 8C. All models all serial numbers including kit or
licence built gliders.

Inspection of the fuselage tubing and control systems for

Use of an incorrect canopy retaining chord may prevent the

If overloaded the rudder pedals mounts may bend restricting

An accident overseas may have been caused by a bend in an

Corrosion may form in the steel tube framework.

a) Canopy Retaining Chord
b) Rudder Pedals
) Elevator Pushrod
d)
corrosion.
f) Flight and Maintenance Manual Amendment.
h) Tolerances for the wing attachment pins.
a)
canopy from jettisoning in an emergency.
b)
rudder travel.
c)
elevator pushrod from an earlier accident eventually failing.
d)
e)

The maximum allowable play in the wing to fuselage
attachments has been defined.

Alexander Schleicher K 8 Technical Note number 2& which forms
part of this AD

1.

2.

3.

At each Annual Inspection ensure that the correct weak link
in the canopy retaining chord is installed as per Action Al in K 8
Technical Note No. 24.

At each Annual Inspection inspect the rudder pedals in
accordance with Action A2 of K 8 Technical Note No. 24.

At each Annual Inspection inspect the elevator pushrods in
accordance with Action A3 of K 8 Technical Note No. 24.
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WEIGHT AND BALANCE:

IMPLEMENTATION:

COMPLIANCE:

4, At each annual Inspection inspect the steel tube framework
for corrosion in accordance with Action A4 of K 8 Technical Note
No. 24. The drawings L-216.11-S1 (both versions) are available
from the GFA Secretariat.

5. A copy of K 8 Technical Note No. 24 must be inserted into
the back of the K 8 Flight and Maintenance Manual. The Servicing
information regarding the tolerances on the lift pins must be
complied with. Copies of the Technical Note are available from the
GFA Secretariat. ‘ ‘

The effect of any repairs on weight and balance must be allowed
for. '

The inspections under actions 1 through 4 must be performed by
persons rated for Annual Inspections Steel Tube.

The requirements of this GFA Airworthiness Directive are
mandatory. This Directive is issued pursuant to the Rules and
Regulations of the Gliding Federation of Australia.
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